
Brabant Robotics Mission
17 September 2026

26 October 2026

The Silver 
Economy in 

China

David Lavorel

EU SME Centre



Brabant Robotics Mission
17 September 2026



Brabant Robotics Mission
17 September 2026

ABOUT THE EU SME CENTRE

• Funded under the Single Market Programme managed by the European Commission.

• Building on its achievements and experience since its creation in 2010, the Centre is 
currently in Phase V (2025–2028).

• Supporting European small and medium-sized companies, entrepreneurs, and start-
ups entering or expanding their activities in or with China.

• Implemented by a consortium of six partners and associated partners in Europe and in 
China:
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KNOWLEDGE ADVICE TRAINING ADVOCACY

Comprehensive 
market reports, 
guidelines and 

case studies

Practical and 
confidential 

advice on China-
related matters

Face-to-face and 
online training 

programs to raise 
awareness

Providing a 
coherent, 

consistent and 
consolidated voice 

for EU SMEs

SELF-DIAGNOSIS
TOOL

Online tool that 
measures your 

readiness toward 
the Chinese market

MAIN ACTIVITIES

www.eusmecentre.org.cn

info@eusmecentre.org.cn

http://www.eusmecentre.org.cn/
mailto:info@eusmecentre.org.cn
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Often confusion with retirement age

In the Czech Republic: senior citizens are aged 65 and over. At the end of 2025 
it represented one fifth, while in 1993 it was 13%.

In China, the >65 years old make 15.4% of the total population in 2024

China’s population aged 60 and above will exceed 400 million around 2035

Retirement age: could be 50 for some women in China, 55 for men. Changing in 
the coming years

What is the silver economy
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National statistics could be misleading

• The top four provinces in China in terms of the number of older adults are 
Shandong Province (total pop 102 M), Sichuan Province (84 M), Henan 
Province (99 M) and Jiangsu Province

• Regionally, older population is mainly concentrated in East China and South 
China

• The real potential customers are far less numerous

Demographics



www.eusmecentre.org.cn
Silver economy in China
26 October 2026

• Healthcare infrastructure: hospitals (geriatrics)

• Retirement homes, nursing homes (“living communities”)

Consequences of a rapidly aging society

Infrastructure

Personal equipment

• Home improvement/adaptation

• Mobility devices
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• Senior between 50 and 70

• Senior living in (big) cities: the consumption level of older adults 
in rural areas is only about 45% of that in urban areas

• Mostly (former) white collars: owner of their residence, good 
pension, educated

What is the real potential market?

For consumer goods
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Healthcare

What are the seniors buying?

• Price: often the 1st question asked

• What kind of partnership/agreement are you looking for

• Health supplements, medical checkups

• Devices:  hearing aids, mobil ity, diagnostic

• geriatric clothing and apparel

• Services: telemedicine,  insurance,  home 

medical/nursing care

Geriatric products (rehabilitation aids): 40,000 kinds are 
available in Japan, only 2,000 kinds in China 
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Tourism

• Watching TV, reading (news), dancing, sports (‘hiking’, 

cycling), modeling, learning, fishing, creative activities 

(calligraphy/painting/craft), boardgames, photo/video…

• Ones for which they have now more time / New ones

What are the seniors buying?

Hobbies, entertainment and leisure

• Mostly women

• Clothing (related to hobbies)

• Anti-aging, but not only

Beauty/fashion

• End of era of retirees' groups going abroad 

• Individual/small groups; linked to hobbies/culture
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• No dramatic change in consumption pattern because you retire

• Increasing focus on the quality of F&B products ( Organic, natural, low-glycemic

index, and functional foods)

• Prestige (wine) 

What are the seniors buying?

Food and beverage

Pets

• Growing pet ownership, often considered as family member (dog, cat)

• 73 million cats and 53 million dogs.

• In 2024, the cat food market grew 10.7%, while the dog food market grew 4.6% 
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• Social clubs

• Events 

• Prescribers

How to reach the seniors

Communities

Online

• Heavy consumers of internet, in particular social networks APP

• Kuaishou, Wechat, Douyin

• Most of newspapers/magazines in print have disappeared: “everything” is online

• E-commerce APP
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• Some products are very specific to a certain population (healthcare): 

basically, same approach as elsewhere

• Some products are not specific,  but communication could emphasize 

on aspects that resonate more for the seniors (but careful about the 

regulation!)

• For more and more people, the seniors are the others

Messaging

How to reach the seniors
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Do your homework: market research! 

Best practices / Tips

Visit a specialized trade fair

Design a strategy and select the right partners

Use all the help available: local Chamber of commerce, 
CzechTrade, EU SME Centre etc.

Protect your intellectual property 
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© European Union, 2025. Reuse is  authorised provided the source is acknowledged. The reuse policy of Europe an Commission 
documents  is  regulated by D ecision 2011 /833/EU OJ L 3 30, 14.12 .2011, p.39.

China IP SME Helpdesk 

via Helpdesk website

https://intellectual-property-helpdesk.ec.europa.eu/

Book the time slot via the QR 
code 

->China->”Book a meeting Now”

or

Protecting your
Intellectual property

https://intellectual-property-helpdesk.ec.europa.eu/regional-ip-helpdesks/china-ip-sme-helpdesk_en
https://intellectual-property-helpdesk.ec.europa.eu/regional-ip-helpdesks/china-ip-sme-helpdesk_en
https://intellectual-property-helpdesk.ec.europa.eu/regional-ip-helpdesks/china-ip-sme-helpdesk_en
https://intellectual-property-helpdesk.ec.europa.eu/regional-ip-helpdesks/china-ip-sme-helpdesk_en
https://intellectual-property-helpdesk.ec.europa.eu/regional-ip-helpdesks/china-ip-sme-helpdesk_en
https://intellectual-property-helpdesk.ec.europa.eu/regional-ip-helpdesks/china-ip-sme-helpdesk_en
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https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-032-35494-5
https://www.eusmecentre.org.cn/publications/consumer-series-chinas-active-retirees/
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A cover of a book

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

https://www.eusmecentre.org.cn/publications/commercial-background-checks-due-diligence-china/
https://www.eusmecentre.org.cn/publications/guide-china-trade-fairs-2025/
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A white cover with blue and yellow text

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

READ MORE

READ MORE

https://www.eusmecentre.org.cn/publications/digital-marketing-for-food-beverage-in-china/
https://www.eusmecentre.org.cn/publications/ways-to-enter-the-chinese-market-2025-update/
https://www.eusmecentre.org.cn/publications/ways-to-enter-the-chinese-market-2025-update/
https://www.eusmecentre.org.cn/publications/ways-to-enter-the-chinese-market-2025-update/
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OUR NEXT EVENTS

6
November

Livestreaming
in China

In Beijing 
& Online

30
October

The Organic Food
Market in China

In Beijing 
& Online

18
November

Understanding China
Conference 2026

In Brussels 
& Online

SIGN UP
www.eusmecentre.org.cn/events

https://www.eusmecentre.org.cn/events/2026-understanding-china-conference/
https://www.eusmecentre.org.cn/events/organic-food-market-china/
https://www.eusmecentre.org.cn/events/china-pet-food-market/
https://www.eusmecentre.org.cn/events/
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THANK YOU
David Lavorel

Business Advisor

Contact:
david.lavorel@eusmecentre.org.cn

CLICK TO BOOK A CONSULTATION

CLICK TO BOOK A CONSULTATION

mailto:david.lavorel@eusmecentre.org.cn
https://www.eusmecentre.org.cn/ask-the-expert/
https://www.eusmecentre.org.cn/ask-the-expert/
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